Metal Detector Is Magic Wand,

Helps Pastor

Blackwood — A college edu-
cation fund for five children
and one foster child of a local
minister is being built up
tirough the use of 2 metal de-
tector that is unearthing thou-
sands of valuable ifems.

“I’'s both a fascinating
hobby and a method of send-
ing the youngsters to college,”
says the Rev. John J. Costas,
43, for the past seven years
naqtf)r of First Presbyterian
Church on Church st. here.

“AMONG other things,;use
of the detector at long aban-
doned dumping sites in out-nf-
the-way places such as old
bamizts in the pinelands of
South Jersey has brought
forth hundreds of antique bot:
tles which now are valuable.

“The detector buzzes on a
plece of metal, and when I dig
I begin to uncover the bot-
itles,” he said, “I have about
1000 of them, and they're
worth about $3,500 today.” -

Mr. Costas said that thev re
chiefly med:cn’-e hott'es. and
that about cne of every 400
pergons  was  addicted by
apium in the latter part of the
last century before the gov-
ernment  banned opium in
medicine, )

“ALMOST every medicine
contlzined opium or aleohol,”
he said, “But when opium was
eliminated, users of the medi-
cine didn't go around looking
for another source. They
didn’'t have the psychological
hang-up  that  accompanies
true addiction.” They didn’t
m IU‘ iy

Costas began i‘uq trea-
sure huntmg seven years ago
a ‘ter he visited a frieadin

Mew Gretna who also had un-
earthed many valuable items
- with a detector, the present
ones a vast improversent over
fhe mine detector vsed: dunncr
Waorld War 11,

“I've found.

Lons,

thousands . of
hundred of pieces of
jewelry, imeluding 66 gold
rings,  nine  confaining dia_—
monds, and 130 silver rings,”
the minister said. He sells e
items to individuals or to
smelters.
Where dngs e search? The
mast pi(}fﬂdbn() ‘areas. ‘are
beaches, lakesideg and at old
homestcads and abandormd
houses, he said.

“SEARCHES at abandoned
houses, and at old but still oc-
cupied  homasteads are the

Build Up College Fund

.ci'i-ﬂdren to col[ege by _sellmg items dlscover_ed' bx
a.inetal detector.

most .fascinating,” he said.
“Back in the old days, people
would bury: their money, hide
it under a window sill,‘or be-
hind a wall. In many cases,
it’s still there.

it the house is occupied, 1
make an agreement ' with the
resident -to ‘divide -any- find
then ‘make mv ‘search.” "His
most rewarding find ‘was at a
house near Lindenwold when
he-dug 0p two
coins; all- dated in-

-But’ I find the bott]es the
biggest del:ght ¥ the minister
said, “One;is dn original mold
hattie for medicine d
26, 1754, whicts: I found - near
New Gretna"’

W y 0o
"‘:Another Bbore the- im-
ssion;  “Booz’s  Whisky,
- anyilactured in Phila
deiphxa.. :Mr, Costas said-this
js whers the word “‘hocze”
originated.

large” “pﬁéq m,

Mr. Costas’s hearing has be-
come so keen that he can fore-
tell when he is gomg to dig: up
gold, qtlver or ‘copper. “'I’he:
bigg est mghtmare comes
when you swing over g buried
cigarette pack,” he ‘sa
all ‘biit smashes "your: t
drums.”

" Mr. Costas served the towns
of Tuckerton and New Gretna'
before being transfer ;
Blackwood. “aAll
the family: have
starting with the leti' ]
though there’s no speel
pose behind it,"he rel

‘He #ind "his. wif -
the ‘parents’ of "fJam_es,
Johr: 15:-Judiths: 14 :
i erid-Tamet; 100 THe Toster
child is_named-Patience, 13,
and we ‘¢can’t change:that,” 'hé
said,

“If- “my - luck -helds - outy
they're -all going 1o college
from mnoney, hottles, and jeve-
eiry. still hidden under the
ground.”.

o




