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Forward

The Ridgway family is an old family in the Little Egg Harbor area. I received the following 
information from my good friend and fellow genealogist, Shirley Whealton, who currently 
lives in Little Egg Harbor. It came from the files of Sterling Otis (1896-1989) who lived on 
South Green Street, Tuckerton, N.J.

Most of the pages were poor quality Xerox copies. I scanned them into a computer and 
cleaned them up. Hopefully,  they will prove helpful to someone working on the Ridgway 
genealogy.

 Peter H. Stemmer
 New Gretna, N.J.
 June, 2008



The following Ridgway Genealogy was written by W. M. Kern, New York City, New 
York, in December, 1912. There were numerous handwritten notes on the manu-
script. It is unknown as to who and when they were added, although it is probably that 
they were made by Mr. Kern in the process of developing the final manuscript. The 
handwritten notes have been transcribed in smaller gray print, as they were difficult 
to read. 





















































William
Timothy (Barnegat)/Job/Richard/Others
Elizabeth
Richard
Mary
James

Richard
1680-1719

Richard
Ridgway

1655-1722

Elizabeth (1682- ____) married Richard Willetts

William (1685- young)

Sarah (1687- young)

Josiah (1690- ___)

Joseph ( ___ - young)

Abigail

John ( to Virginia)

Mary

Jane

Job - Solomon 1723 (11 children)/ Benjamin E./Henry 1744/ William 1755

Sarah

Joseph (Mt. Holly)
David ___-1794/David/Robert/Burr 1780-1876
Daniel
Henry
Allen
Sarah
Abigail
Mrs. John Bishop
Mrs. Thomas Pancoast
Mrs. Solomon Thomas

Joseph
____-1762

Thomas 1701-86/ Jeremiah 1730/John 1734/Job 1742-1813
Catherine
John 1705-71/John 1755-1845/Thomas/ 1759-98/Jacob 1768-1843
Robert 1708-80/Joseph/Hannah/Mrs. Pharo 1752-1801
Ann

Edward 1713-50/Job 1738/ Edward 1745
Richard 1715-47
Elizabeth 
Job 1719-73/Daniel
Joseph 1721-71 (Staten Island) /Joseph 1750-86/Thomas 1747-82
Jacob 1723-98/Jacob/Andrew 1762-1837

Thomas
1677-1724

1st wife

2nd wife

RIDGWAY GENEALOGY
showing male descendants

Redrawn by Peter H. Stemmer from a handwritten
chart accompanying W.M. Kern’s 1912 Ridgway
Genealogy. 



Appendix



James Ridgway wrote a letter on February 2, 1856 asking Joseph Ridgway, Esquire, 
of Little Egg Harbor for information that Joseph may have on the Ridgway family. 
Unfortunately, Joseph’s response was not in the files. A typed transcript of James 
request and James’ response to Joseph’s answer  follow. 







 New York, Febr. 16th 1856

My dear Sir – Your esteemed favor of the answer to mine of the 2d was received and 

gave me great satisfaction to learn that Thomas’ house was still standing. I have a 

profound reference for old ancestral mansions & we still own and occupy in the summer 

season the old stone house on Staten Island which was purchased by Thomas’s son 

Joseph, my great-great Grandfather. He & my great Grandfather Joseph are buried in 

the family burying ground on the farm. So great is my desire to look at the old house you 

mention that I shall if possible go down to Tuckerton the early part of next summer & it 

will be no small pleasure to call upon you - & also say that you have seen in the Friends 

Library the name of the Ridgway family long before they emigrated to this Country. 

Dozon [sic] mean that the name was merely alluded to or is a pedigree stated. I have 

been quite busy or I should have answered your letter before & now prompted to throw 

business aside for a little while to answer a second letter from you post marked the 14th. 

Rec’d within the past hour. Your extreme kindness I appreciate very highle [sic]- I shall 

be most happy to receive from you (as you suggest) whatever you may be pleased to 

communicate.

I am also glad that you have called for some stir at the families & gathered of their 

intelligence. Your allusion to an Estate in England belonging to the family is something 

entirely new to me. I never before heard that there was any reason for believing so. If 

any such exists you would be more likely to know than the Ridgways here as you are in 

the old settlement. What is the tradition concerning the Estate you mention? How far 

back was it in the family? The only Estate in which my father is interested that we know 

of is the Trinity Church property in this City through my grandmother, Mary Neeley Teller, 

the wife of grandfather Joseph Ridgway & the Townley Estate in England through my 

great-grandmother Sarah(?) Lawrence, a descendant of the Townleys, the wife of 

great-grandfather Joseph Ridgway. Both of these Estates I have looked into & I have to 

receive them one of these days. In fact I think it not improbable that I shall go to England 

about the Townley Estate this year. If there is an Estate belonging to the Ridgways I 

should like to know all about it. I would take immediate measures to attempt it’s recovery 

- They say that Thomas had a brother Richard – that Richard was the first Ridgway born 

in America- having been born in the province of Pennsylva [sic] April 27, 1680 – his 

parents Richard & Elizabeth & Elder brother Thomas having arrived in the Delaware river 



from Walling Ford Berksles, England in the ship Jacob & Mary of London in the 7th mo. 

1679. Thomas then being 2 years & 2 months old – After Richard was born Elizabeth – 

February 17, 1682 who married Richard Willits & then Josiah. These four were Elisab 

Ridgway’s children – after her death Richard her husband married Abigail & had Job, 

Mary, who married Ballinger, Jane who married Isaac Antrim, Sarah, John & Joseph, 

making ten children of the first Ridgway family in this country. Richd Ridgway Sen 

remained in Pennsylva [sic] until about 1690 when he moved to Jersey living at Maiden-

head Piscataway & lastly at Springfield. Records of them facts I obtained at considerable 

cash from Bucks Co Pa & from Trenton. One branch of the Ridgway family for 4 

generations were Earls of Londonderry & peers of the realm. The first Earl Thomas 

Ridgway married one of Queen Elizabeth’s maids of honor Cicily MacWilliam the daugh-

ter of an Irish Chieftain and was sent by that queen unto Ireland with a military command 

& by her orders planted the first Protestant Colony in Ireland. The title became extinct 

upon the death of the 4th Earl Robert Ridgway March 7, 1713 as he left no son – He had 

two daughters the Eldest Lady Lucy married the Earl of Donegae & died without children. 

The youngest Lady Frances married the Hon Thos Pitt uncle to Mr Pitt the Great Earl of 

Chatham. Because of his marriage with Lady Frances Earl of Londonderry & his two sons 

Ridgway Pitt & Thos Pitt were successively Earls of Londonderry but both died unmarried 

& the title again becme extinct. I have a short historical account of the family prior to that 

time extending back to Stephen Ridgway who was one of the Stewards of the City of 

Exeter 6th of Edward 4ths reign (1466) and Mayor of the same city (both offices of great 

dignity & honor in that day) in 7th year of Henry 7ths (1472) I have the arms & crests of 

the early Ridgways & of the Earls & much other information which I will be but too happy 

to communicate to you when I shall see you. I shall always be happy to hear from you.

 Very Truly yours

 James Ridgway

To

Jos Ridgway Esq

Tuckerton N.J.

Transcribed by Peter H. Stemmer from a handwritten copy of the letter.



The following is a transcription of a January 15, 1973 letter from Leah Blackman to 
Richard S. Ridgway in response to his request for information regarding the Ridgway 
family. The date and creator of the transcription is not known.

From Leah’s comments and the date of the letter, this information was provided prior 
to the 1880 publication of her book the History of Little Egg Harbor Township in the 
1880 West Jersey Surveyor’s Association Journal. 

A 16 page typed transcript of Leah’s response to Richard S. Ridgway’s request  is 
available but not provided here, as much of the information may be found in Leah’s 
History of Little Egg Harbor Township which was republished in 1963 by the Great 
John Mathis Foundation, New Gretna, N.J.






