The Ridgway Family

Genealogy

Based upon notes
from the files of
Sterling Otis,
Tuckerton, N.J.




Forward

The Ridgway family is an old family in the Little Egg Harbor area. | received the following
information from my good friend and fellow genealogist, Shirley Whealton, who currently

lives in Little Egg Harbor. It came from the files of Sterling Otis (1896-1989) who lived on
South Green Street, Tuckerton, N.J.

Most of the pages were poor quality Xerox copies. | scanned them into a computer and

cleaned them up. Hopefully, they will prove helpful to someone working on the Ridgway
genealogy.

Peter H. Stemmer
New Gretna, N.J.
June, 2008



The following Ridgway Genealogy was written by W. M. Kern, New York City, New
York, in December, 1912. There were numerous handwritten notes on the manu-
script. It is unknown as to who and when they were added, although it is probably that
they were made by Mr. Kern in the process of developing the final manuscript. The
handwritten notes have been transcribed in smaller gray print, as they were difficult
to read.




RIDGWAY GENEALOGY
as gathered by W. M. KERN, 507 Willis Ave., New York.

Corrected to December 1912.

The Ridgway family in America 18 large and has comprized several
members of ability and wealth. Family records have been persistent-
1y traced by several descendants, and the information noted herein,
(previous to the name of Thomas Ridgway of Milford, Pa.) is compiled
from information gathered by them, much of it appearing in publie re-
cords.

Credit 1s meinly due to Mr. JTemes Tidgway of New York, from whom
the most of thislearly history was received, and whose records have
cost him much lebor and expense both here and in England, to Mr.
Howard Deacon of Philadelphia, & member of the Ridgway family, and a
professional genedlogist, and to other well informed persons whose
information comes to the writer indirectly, and has been §0pied and
inserted.

ESSER or ASSER OF ENCLAND . a Saxon Noble of the time of the Norman
conquest, lived “dn Edinghall in Stafford shire, and possest manors in
several shires of England. His grandson Willism assumed the surname
"Ridware" from one of the manors of “tafford shire.

One of his descendants is said to be Thomas Ridgway (great grand-
father of Richward Ridgway of Wellingford), who was held in high favor
by Queen Elizabeth and King James the first, and to have been an in-
timate friend and companion of Robert Cecll, son of Lord Burleigh, who
became the first Earl of Sszlisbury, England's famous Prime Minister.
Robert Cecil is said to have been godfather to the eldest son of
Thomss Ridgway, and given him his own name Robert.

RICHARD RIDGWAY i rumored to have been a neasr kinsman of the
then Earl of Chatham. He appears to have lived in Wallingforad,

Berkshire, (west of Tondon, on the Thames). He was a tailor and pre-



sumably born about 1655. Elizabeth Chamberlayne, daughter o Robert
and Elizabeth Chamberlayne of Wiltshire, was his first wife, and his
first child Thomas dates from July 25th, 1677. He came to America
with his wife and child on the ship "Jacob and Mary", arriving at the
Delaware River August or September 1679. Some accounts have his ar-
rival at the mouth of the River September 12th, and others probably
more sorrect state that he was at Burlington, N. J. on September 12th.
He 1s sald to be one of six Quakers sent over before William Penn to
look the country over. Going up the River &bove Bristol, Pa., he
bought a plantation of 318 or 218 acres at Crew Corn, now Falls
Township, near Penns Manor, Buck County, Pa., and was settled there a
year before Penn's arrival.

On April 12t%h, 1680 he signed a petition to the Governor to sup-
press the sale of !brandy and strong 112&0:3 to ye Indians.

May 3rd, 1686'the Governor's Council of Philadelphia recommended
him as "A fitt pson for ye keeping an Ordinary".

October 7th, 1690 he bought 600 acres in Maidenhesd, west of the
province line and running from the Great Meadows at Fort Mercer north-
ward 8 mile, and:lived there several years. His wife died March 3lst,
1692, and he married again about February 1693 or 1694, his second wife
being Abigall Stocktom, daughter of Richg¥§iiygrﬁbigail Stggﬁiégff;]jl4

in 1690 to Springfield Township
prominent family who came from Flushing, Long Island,to Burlington
County, N. J. This marriage"not being to Friends order™ the
Chesterfield monthly meeting appointed Mahlon Stacey and Robert Wilson
to inquire and remonstrate with Richard and Abigail. The result was
that on April 25th, 1694 the two sent a paper to the monthly meeting
"econdemning " their outgoing in marriage.

February 7th, 1697 he purchased a farm from John Hollingshead in
Springfield Township, (six méles from Burlington), Burlington County
N. J., near his wife's father, and lived there the remainder of his

days. He gave one aore to the Sdciety of Friends for a meeting house

and burying grﬂund-known as the 01d Springfield Meeting House and still standing
in 1855.



He was appointed Judge of Burlington County on August o.
and held this office until April 1720. Eis will is dated the
the 9th month 1722, and he déled January 1783 it is said. His
Abigail died between the 8th of Narch and 19th of December 1726.
His ohildren by his firat wife were as follows:

Thomas, horn July 25, 1677; dled Aug. 24, 1724 at Little Fgg Harbor .ii.
Married Anr Pharo probably about 1695, daughter of James of England.
HMarried Mrs. Elizabeth Titus, daughter of Edward Androws
Eleven children, ser following sheets.

Richard, born Feb.27, 1680; dled before April 1719 near Jobstown, II.J.
Married Nary Willetts Aug. 9, 1702 from Queeng County, L. I.
Married Mrs. Mary Crispin or Crespin Nov. 11, 1714, daughter of
Richard Stockton, and also widow of Thomas Shinn and Silas Crispl
Six children, see following sheefs.

Elizabeth, Lorn April 17, 1682; died
Merried Richard Willetts of Long Island, brother of Mary Willettd

Joseph?

William, horn 1685; died young.
farah, born 1687; died young.

Josish, born Sept. 6, 1690 for’ July 6); died
¥arrlied Sersh

This whole item

Joseph-, born ; died young. may be in error.

Children by second wife:

Job, born ; died
Married ebecca Butcher
One child, Bee following sheets.

Abigail, born ; died

married Henry Clothier in 1719.

John, born : died in Virginia.
Iarried

All his descendants in Virginia.

Mary, born ; dled

married Balangee

Jane, born ; died
married Isaac Cutrim (sp?)
Sarah, born ; died
Jogseph, born ; died 1762 or 3 at Springfield, X.J.

ilarried Sarah Butcher
*arried Yiennah Allen in 1736 or 1737
See following sheets. Twelve to sixteen children.



It is said the memorials in the Ridgway Library, Thiladelphia,
state that Richard Ridgway of ¥allingford, descended from Sir Thomas
Ridgeway, the first Eerl of Londonderry, Ireland. ﬁT;Egi:E;aphp is
in "Dietionary of National Biography", and he appesrs to hnve been
born in the neighborhood of Torrington, Devon shire, England, about
15666, and settled near Agher, Tyrone County, Ireland in July 1611, re-
maining until August 1622, when he cold some or all of hie sstate to
purchase the title "Earl of Londonderry."  Another Thomas Hidgway boxn
1693, with his brothers George and John, are mentioned in another book
ay settling in the same plage. He died in Tondon in 1631, and waso
buried ot Tor Mohun, Devon shire, Englend. He was probsbly a member of
the original fapdily, but the better judpgment does not believe him an an-

cestor of Richard.

Samuel Ridgway is mentioned in a communieation to THE OLD HORTH-
WEST GENFALOGICAL QUARTERLY for April 1902, publisht at Columbus, Chio,
by a contribution from lirs. Jennie Tindley Ridgway of Winfield. Iowa,
as having come to FPennsylvania with William Penn in 1682, He married
Poily , and oo farhe known brought with him two children,
Philip and Ausburn. “hiliy i= said to have had eighteen children,of
which threc were known by the contributor. Apparantly Philip lived
part of the time either in Virginia or lioxrth Carolins, then moved out
weat. Vost of his descendants appesr to be in Kansas, Wissonri, Iowa
or Torth Carolina. There are a large number of descendanta of Samnel,
but nothing is known which relates him to Hichard, who came to America

in 1679,



Printsed items of informatiom oocur in

American Ancestry, Vol. b - 101.

Penn. Megszine of History & Biography, Vol. 12 - 495, & Vol. 17 - 3B1.
Powers Sangamon County, T1l. letters, page 617.

Prominent men of Fhilasdelphia - see Jacob Ridgway.

Hietory of Monmmouth and Ocean Counties - sec Rldpgway memo.

01d Northwest Genealogical Suarterly of Columbus, Ohio, for Jan & Apr 1902.
History of Warren Tounty. H. ..

Hintory of Pike County, Pa.

Proceedings of “urveyors Asen. of Ycst lew Jersey, psge £62. Printed 1880.
Totters in Ridgway Library, Philadelphis, concerning Ridgway genesnlogy.

Mt. Holly Wirror of Aug 1878 - Nidgway article.

Phila. Sunday "Horth Amerioan" (about 1907) - article by Frank Willing leech

For ancentors of KRiehard end Abigail Stockton, see
"Genealogy of Christopher Wetherill", and

"The ‘neestry of J. Willisem %hite” in library of Poenna. Hist. 3oec.



THOMAS RIDGWAY, son of Richard, born July 26, 1677 probablyin
Wallingford, England, came over with his parents when they came to this
country in 1679. He married Ann Pharo, probably about 1695, daughter
of James Tharo, who came from England, and later married Mrs. Elizabeth
Titus dasughter of Fdward Andrews. Fo moved %o Tuokerton, M. J., other-
wise called Little ®gg Harbor, before 1718, remaining there until his
doath Aug. 24, 1784. His children by his firet wife Were

Thomas, born Jan. 14, 1701; died 1786.
farried Mary Ong in 1723.
Seven children, see following sheets.

Catharine, born s died in 1721
Yarried John Gardner of Juliustown, Burlington County, N. J.

John, born Aug. 28, 1705; died lay £1, 1774 st Fgg liarbor, ¥. J
Married Phebe Titusin 1723
tiarried Phoebe Ballenger or Bellangee.
Pivé children, see Tollowing sheets.

Robert, born 1708; died 1788.
Harried Hannah Gauntt
Children were Joseph, & bachelox, and
Hannsh who was born 1762, married Timothy Pharo, and died in 180
Was mother of Timothy Pharo, Jr., and great graet grandmother
of Elegnor B. Price of Tuekerton.

fnn, born : died
Yarried Ananish Gauntt. Vas a Gueker preacher, or her husband w

children were Jochn, Joseph, Ann & Elizabeth.

Chilldren by his second wife were

Edward, born Aug. 15, 1713; died 1760.
Married Mary pilleplaine
Mearried

Three children, see following sheets.

Hdiehard, born 1715; died (1747)
Mnrried “hoebe Pancoast in 1739
Children were

Elizabeth, born ; died

Married Samuel Andrews in 1726. Three children lived to grow up:
Peter, Esther & Hannah.

Job, horn 1719; died 1773 in South low Jersey

Harried
Children weye Paniel and several daughters.

Joseph, born Sept. 20, 1721; died 1771 in Staten Island.
Married Mary Smith Togers.
3ix children; see following shects.

Jacob, born 1723; died 1798 probably at Springficldlly
Harried Isebel Schooley in 1750.
Seven children, see following sheets. 6



RICHARD RIDGWAY, son of Richard, was borm February 27va, 1680 (or
August 27th), probably at Crew Corn near Femns Manor, Buck County. Pa.
He married Mayry Willetts, daughter of Hope upd Mary Willetts. at
Jerusalem, Wneens County, Long Island, on-August 9th, 1702, and married
later, on November 11th, 1714, Mra. lMary Crispin, dsughter of Richard
ant Abigail Stockton, ond widow of Thomss “hinn, elso Silas Crispin.
This socond marriage was in the new Springfieid Meeting House in the pre-
gence of his parents end brother Job, He had a farm at Springfield
mownship, Burlington County, . J., near Jobstown, spparantly 25@ acres,
which mag sold after his death to Williom FPox, and known sftorward as the
Yox form. He died before April 4th, 1712, and probably close to that

dete. Hins ¢hildren by hie first wife were

Williem, boxrn ; died
Harried
Timethy, bormn ; died

Marrisd Sarsh Cranmer in 1729, daughter of William of Long Island

September 9, 1769 bought with Ievi Cranmer 500 acres af
Borneget, N. J., which included the plot on 'whieh the Guakex
Church was built. He appears to have been one of the organ-
é¢zers of the church in 1767. During the Hevolution, gulte
extonsive salt works were commenced at Barnegat, and carrxied
on by the Cranmers' and Tidgways'. He appears to have lived
on the coast until after 1767, and possibly all of his life,
hut there are records which infer that he later went to Ohio.
Hig children were Job, Lichard and others.

The son Sichard lived in Stafford Townehip, lonmouth County at
+he time he made his will. Appears to have died about 1796.
Will mentions wife Abigasil, sons Peter, Richard, Joseph (not
21), Timothy, snd ¥rs. Cetherine Boyer.

Tichard, son of Abovo Dichard and Abigsil, rmorried Hary

+ died in Stafford Township about 181Z2. Wae
Tustice of Yeace at Darnegat. Two or more children.

John S., son of abov e born Mareh 180Q8. Moved to Lumberton,
N, 7., where he married Mary Nec Elroy Februsry 1832. Died
July 26, 1879, Wes Tather of Caleb 8. of Lumberton, and
seven other children.

Tlizahoth, horn : died
Morried

Zichard, horn ; dled
Barried



RICHARD HKIDGWAY, oont. 2.

Hary, born ; died
Narried

James, born
lirrried

. dlod

Children by his second wife were

Noge



JOB RIDGWAY, son of Richard was born ., probably
while his father was living on the Maidenhead Estate. HMarried Rebecca

Butgher in 1719%. He died (Will made February 10, 1761)

His childaren were

Solomon, born Aug. 18, 1723; died

Married Mary Burr in 1747, eister of Jane Burr, amd daughter
of Lobert Bury and Jane Abbott Burr.

He had eleven children.

He bought a large tract of land on the north side of Rancoces
River, probably just east of the Creek coming down thru what
is known as Charlestown, Burlington County, LK. J. He pur-
chased end lived on this tract sometime previous to 1780, and
died there about 1788. The property descended to his son
Benjamin ., who probably occupied the farmhouse on the farm,
south of the turnpike running from Beverly to Tiancocas, snd
his son Benjamin farmed part of the tract loeated opposite,
and on the northerly side of the turnpike. Later, on the
death of Benjamin E., the property all came to the possession
of the son Benjomin, who thon owned about si¥ hundred ascres
of lshd in the neighborhood, and disposed of it all about
1866.; The farm was Jmown as the Ridgway farm, and appears
to have been owned by Henry Worden in the spring of 1870, and
was then purchased by J. Ogden Kern, who moved to the proper-
ty and remained there until 1873, when it was sold to Mr.
Henry Ceigg.

HMrs, Mary R. Grundy of Bristol, Pa. is a Qaughter of this
later mentioned Eenjemin Ridgway.

One of. the children of Tolomon was Henry , born 1749, who hed
ten;children, one of them being Solomon born June 23rd, 1760
whp haf four children, one of them bring Richard §., born in
1793, married Mary Winkler in 1816, had fourteen children, and
died in 1830. The names of some of hif7children were

Anna M.,

Charles W.,

George G.,

Henry .,

Mary A.,

Levinia W,

Jacob, whe was living at Haverford, Pa. in 1910.
Catharine A. ,

Richard ©.,

Catharine A., married Samuel ¥%. Xennedy, who was mother of
Samuel R. Kennedy born in 1847, who marriod Letstia T.
Jones, and was father of Samuel W. Kennedy born in 1873,
who lives at 230 South Melville Avenue, West Philedelphia.

Jacob Ridgway of Haverford hes s daughter Jessie. who married
Tred Butterfield of Hew York, son of the Earl of Cliff
castle, Yorkshire, England.

Another son,was William of Burlington, born July lst, 1755, who

married Mary Thomas and had two daughters, -

Kre. Mary Deacon probably borr in 1800, was living in Wayme,
Pa. in 1890. Is mother of William &. DPeacon, who married
Abigeil Collins, end William is the father of Howard Deacon
of 2256 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia.

Mrs. Duticn wes fhe mother of L. J. Dutton of
Burlington, who married lelen FE.

Died liarch 1905.

From my account Job Ridgway had five children beside Solomon. 9



JOSEPH RIDGWAY, son of Richard, born , apparantly
at his father's farm in Springfield Townghip, Burlington County, Hew
Jersey. He inherited this farm from hie father, and died there in 176]
1762 or 1763. He married first Sersh Butcher, ond later in 1736 or
1737, married Fannah Allen, dasughter of Eenry ond NBery. Bis will was
dated July 7th, 1760. In the records of the Tidpway Library, he is
gnid to have had sixteen children, ten of whom lived to marry, end that

he left ecach son a ferm and & negro slave. Children by his first wife

Kone
Children by second wife

Joaseph, borg ; Gied
Married
Had 2 large farm which he rented to his son Terael, and movad
to ¥Mg. Holly, Pa., where he kept a store. {Ko. 31t. Holly,Pa.
mey meen Mt. Holly, N. J.)
Hie children were
Terael, unmarried
Coates, unmarried
Mory, unmarried
Beulsh, unmarried
Catharine, married Butterworth
llaney, married
Warried a second time, but had no children by his second wife.

David, born in Springfield Pownship, Burlington County, N. J., on
: died 1794
Narried 7ame Burr, daughter of Robert and Jane Abbot Butt.
Apperantly a farmer of “pringfield Township.
He movod to Thiladelphia ir the spring of 1791, where he was
kXilled in the gpring of 1794 by & runaway horse attached to
s carb.
Hig children were
Abigail, married John Livezey of Wisashickon, Pn., owner
of g8 large flour mill. ’
David, went to Uew York City cbout 1794, married, and in
1806 moved to Bredford County, Pa. Apparantly he and
his brother Hobert were sssociated in business.
Rachel merried John Evans possidbly in 1791.
Bhoherd marriel Sareh Cowell in Bradford County, Pa.,
moved to Harrisburg, Pa., and from thence went west.
Tobert, married Elcanor Martin of Wysox, Pa. las a
+amner and currier: went to New York, and later in
1806 moved to Bradford County, Pa., and set up his
buainess.
Hannah, married Aaron Middletom, of Philsdelphia, Ta.
Sarah, married John L. Johnsoy, of Germentown, Pe.

10



JOSEPH RIDGWAY, aont. 2.

Burr, born April 17th, 1780, married October 4th, 1804
Mrs. Alice Moyer, (1779-1858), daughter of Momes
Coolbaugh of Wysox, Pa. In 1803 went to Wilkes
Barre, Pa., and then to Wysox, Pa. Appears to have
gone to farming near Towanda in BradforgCounty, Pa.
in 1805, and died there August 1%th, 1876. e haod
five children all of that neighbor hood.

(Kr. James Gidgway of iew York says David was the
fourth child of Joseph, and but twelve in all. Also
that Burr Ridgway was ninth child of his father David. )
Burr's children were Harmah M. 1805,- David 1808, -
James C. 1808, father of James A. Of Minneapolis, and
great grand father of Charles A. of Dayton, Ohio,-
Lydia A. 1810,- Mary A. 1B814,- FNanoy #. 1816, mother
of D. J, Sweet of Towanda.

Daniel, born about 174%:
Said t0 have moved forty miles north of New York.

Henry, born : died
Married;Hannah Burr.
His childrenfere
Rebecca, unmarried

Joseph, married Coates, daughter of Joseph pf Coates-
Henrietta, married ville, Pao.
Mary, married Mr. Hood of Chester Co., Pa.

Allen, born ;dhed

Married Phebe Tidgway, hic second cousin, on March 26th, 1776,
n sister of Jacob Eiﬂgway, the millipnaire of Philedelphia.

He inherited his fother's farm in Springfield Township.

Had a daughter ¥harlotte who married Benjamin W. Low, a merchant
of Philesdelphia, Hother of Nrs. fowland, the mother
of Charles I. Rowland.

Had a daughter Abn, who probably died young.

Subsequent to March 1785, he &nd his wife and two children,
moved to Fhiladelphla, wherc he hecame a prosyperous business
man.

He married again and had other children.

Serah, born Jan. 15, 1748 ; died Wov. 29, 1817
¥erried Joseph Pancoast, and was mother of the wellknowm Dr.
Pancoast of Philadelphis.

Abigail, borm ; died
Married Josish Haines, whose father Zichard came from IFnglend

Mary

L LR O B R R
Married John Bishop.
Children: Joseph, Ridgway, Lucy, Robert R., Eliza (m. Andrew C. Ridgway.
son of "“Gentleman John", Ann.

R I A R R A I B B R

Married Thomas Pancoast. 1



JO3EPH RIDGWAY, cont. 3.

The nemes of his children are given as follows by Mies Eleanor B.

Price:-
Joseph
Hannah
Daniel
Henry
llebscea
Allen
Jane
Jarah
Abigail
Catharine
Mary

~He15\naid_to have had dixteen—ohildren in—the Ridpwey-Lidrary Recordws,

Yon—of whom -tived to marry; and that-he~left—wanh soma farmund a—
‘negro~glave. Mote: This is crossed cut in the manuscript,

12



THOMAS RIDGWAY, son of Thomas wae born January 14, 1701. Warried
Mary Ong in 1783, and possibly may have married & second wife. He
lived mll hie 1ife at Tuckerton, T. J., snd died thers in 1786. His

children were

Ann, born ; died
Married Jamea Willetts
Children were

Eliskim
Henry
Thomas
Jeremiah
Jamas
John
Phebe
Ann

Saresh, born ; died
Married Caloeb Carrof Rhode Island in 1746.
Children were
Job
Jos eph
Samuel
enfi probably others

-Jeremiah, born Feb. 12, 1730: died
Went to Ohio befors 1800
Married Hananah Hubbs
Bo children

Thomae, born 1732; Beid to have dled in infanny

John, born Oot. 27, 1734 dled
Appears to have lived at Tuckerton, or Little Fgg Harbor

Married Susannsh Bglignger, sister of Phebe and ruth.
Children were married Naomi Willits

James, born Oct. 3, 1767; died after 1795..nd was wealthy.

Waz of Little Egg Harbor (or possibly went to Indisna!}
Issa@ narried Nancy, daughter of Moses Mulliner.

Nlary

Jeremish, born 1770; died ; father of John &

A8f married Martha Willits. Two sons and several daughters. Nathan
Elizabeth

Job, borm after 1774

Phebe was second wife to Judge Ebenezer Tucker after whom Tuckerton
was named.

Job, born 1737; died in infancy

Job, born 1742; died 1813.
Tived apparantly in Tuckerton
?;?B.I'I‘iad Ruth Belangee in 1767

Children were Joseph Weterill

Merey, married in 1789 in ¥ew Jersey
Amos, born 1775; died 1802; remsined in Tuek
Isaiah srton.
Thomas, borm 1788; died 1814 No known children
Samuel ; left Tuckerton

dost of these children want $o Qhio
13



JOBN RIDGWAY, son of Thomas, was born August 28, 1700 at Tuckerton,

N. J.

N. J., and he was an Elder of the Friends Soclety of Tuckerton. He

married Phoebe Titus by whom he had no children, and later Thebe

His farm was st Little Egg Harbor, the neighhorhood of Tuckerton

Ballenger or Bellangee, sizter of Susanna, by whom he had five children,

all born at Little Egg Harbor, and sll of whom left. He died May 2lst

1771 at Little Egg Harbor. Mrs. Ridgway made a will in 1783, and died

about 1784.

Had daughter Rebecca, Ha
unmarried, born 1837.

His children were

Jobhn, borm Aug. 14, 1765 at Little Fgg Harbor; died 18456.

Was called "Gentlemen John".

Married ¥lizabeth ¥right in 1776.

She was born March 17, 1756, and died in 1843.
Children were

Pavid, born Nov. B, 1777; died June 20,1778.

Sarah, born Wov. 8, 1779; died 187L.0r 18727
Married NHicholss Waln, meybe of Walnford, H. J.
Also maid to be of Monmouth County.

Caleb, borm Dec, 4, 1781; died before 18565, (or by other
records, before 1867 in Illinois).
H;:ried Helena Lloyd.

Johrr,. born Aug. 23, 1784; died
Married Rebeaca 0lden.

Jacob, born Sept. 3, 1787; died 1838, pOseibly
in 1824 in New Tersey.
Married Tydia H. Coate, who, or her husband was buried
near Juliustown, H. J,

1842 in Illinois.

»

He aprears to “ave been cormected in busincss in Philn -

delphia first with his Uncle Jacob the millionaire,
and oceasionally went up the Delaware River to viseit
the glaas works owned by his Uncle and brother, lo-
cated just above Port Jervis. Then in partnership

with his brother Thomas, end later his cousin Bengamiz.

His daughter Caroline married Willism Deacon.

His sor William Coate Ridgway married Mary ¥. Lossett,
and only had a daughter Elizabeth, born August 14,
1836, died Dec. 11, 1878, who married John B. Teacon
Of Pemberton, 4. J. on Oct. 14, 1857. Anot her

daughter of Jacob, Mrs, Edith H, Lewis, born In 1827,

lives at Medford, Burlington County, H. J.
His son Jacob never married; died 1863,

His daughter , married Stockton;
had no children.

Higs daughter ,» married Jonathan H., Voolman,

And is dead, but hehnd children were in 1906, l¥¥ing
in Cemden, N, J.

David W., born May 12, 1791; died 1841 in New

Jersey, or possihly out West.

Married Sarah Wilmins of Illinois.

Had ne children. his

Appears to have been pertner with,Unele Jacob in the
glassworks.,

Andrew Craig, born Feb. 9, 1793; died 1884 in
N. J., (or from other records died before 1855).
Varried Elizs Bi%‘hﬂp in 1827%. daughter of John Bishop &

dA son Gréfﬁfﬁﬁ%gliva& at Coatesville, Pa., Who had

Died at Contesville? —__ 1O children.

Feb.

7,

1913

Hgd a daughter

Ridgway

, Who married Ellis Branson. 14



JOHN RIDGWAY, cont. 2.

Thomas, born May 5, 1797, died 1387,

Married Serah Pancoest in 1821.

He went to Philsdelphie in 1812, lived at 363 Arch
Streat in 18565, ard was father of Dr. Thomss E.,
lately of Washington, and John J., born 1843,
of Philadelphia.

In 1816 was in partnership with his brother Jacob,
in the flour and feed busincss.

In 1821 Jacobd retired, and Benjamin a cousin, probab-
1y the son of Jacob the millionaire, entered the
firm.

Fo was President of the Girard Life Ine. Soeiety for
a long time prior to his death, and the Ridgway
family records appear to be the first kept by him.

His wife died in 1888.

Phoebe, born April 16, 1767, died
Married Allen Nidgway her second cousin, who inherited his

father's farm in Springfield Township.
fhildren were :
Chaklotte. who married Benjamin ¥, Low, a merchant of
Philadelphia, and had s daughter Mre. Rowland,
end a grandeon Charles I. Rowland of FPhiledelphia.

Thomas, born Sept. 12, 1759; died 1798 or 1799.

ee g Sea Captain.
Married Jannette Tow, who ofter the death of her husband mar-

riod Jobhn Tosa, and moved to Gencsee lLounty, Hew York, tak-
ing her daughter with her.
Childron were
Allen, unmarried, died in 1822 in Tuckerton.
nary, married Gillis.
deanette or Ann, eald to heve settled neer Ridgwoy, TFa.

had
Arn, born Aug. 11, 1765 was living in 1790, probably, died by 179s.
Married Jomes Smith, vho was awar$ner with Jacob Nidgway, the
millioneire of Philgdelphia, urder the firm name of Smith &
Ridgway.
She had no children.
Her husbond married after her death. and died in 1826.

Jacob, bornm April 18, 1768 at Little Fgg Harbor; died April 30, or

in May 1843, in Thiladeclphia.

Marriei Rebecca Tawle in 1794; previougly was living with sis-
texr Ann.

He first engaged in business &s shipping merchant with his
trother-in~law James Smlith, later under the %itle of Smith
& Ridgway, and became the noted rich man of philadelphis,
his catate ot his death being computed af 8im million dol-
larp. Part of hls btusinese was in connectior with a glass
worke, which he owned from 1814 to 1822, located on the west
plde of the Delaware Hiver & fTew miles above Port Jorvis.
His history and photographs are in varioms histories of Fhila-

delphia.



JOHN RIDGWAY, cont. 3.

He lived for several years in England during the war time of
1812, and later represented our Government at Antwerp, as
7. &, Coungel. On his return he retired from the firm %o
look after him resl estate interests which were large.

I8 lived on the north side of Chestnut Street, between Fifth
and Sixth, and afterward is said to have built a mansion for
himaolf, poseibly near Fourth and Spruce.

A lerge part of his wealth finally went to build the Ridgway
TLibrary of Philedelphia.

His children were

Susan, who.married Thomas Rotch, aftorward Dr. John R.
Barton, and had no issue. tas 1living in 1855.

Thoebe Ann, bvorn Dec., 3, 17989, dled Oect. 25, 18B7. MNar-
ried Dr. Jemes lush. She was a noted woman, and re-
corded on a noparate sheet.

Benjemin, seems to have died young, hut may have beecn &
partner with his couein Thomas from 1821 to 1823.

John Jacob, married Flizabeth Willing.

Moved to Paris in 1851, ard died there subsequent to
1865.

His children are Enily K., Comptesse de Ganay, who
lived in 1906 at 36 Hue Plerre Charron, Paris, and
Henry, also of Yeris.
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Phoebe Ann Ridgway, daughter of Jacob Ridgway of Philadelphia was
boern December 3rd, 1799. She married Dr. James Rush Qotober 19th,
1819. He was a son of Dr. Lenjamin Lush, Temous in Revolutionary
times, and was born March 185th, 1786 in Philadelphin, and dised there
May 26th, 1869. ¥rs. Rush in her esarly days was said to be a Phils-
delphia belle, and as Mrs. Dr. Jaumes Rush she absolutely ruled Phila-
delphis soclety, but was not said by her descendants to be a good look-
ing woman. She was years shesd of her time in making herself and her
home the social attraction for people of talent, wit and merit, easring
very little as to what their antecedents or wealth might have been.

Her husband Dr. Rush was inclined the other way in his socisl distine-
tion. Dr. Xush became an author, writing a number of medical books,
some of them, dduling on how to prevent yellow fever, being very oppor
tune, end brought bhim into notice all over the world, so that he is

8aid to have recoived tokens of honor from every crowned head in Europe;
that from the Czar of Rusmias belng some very valumable jewels. His most
famous book appeare Lo havs hecn ralled "Philosophy of the Muman Voice."
Some of hirs family express 1t however, that he had every sense in an ex-
traodinary degroe, except common sense, end that he was almost orazy be-
fore he dled. The last twelwe years of their married 1ife was said to
be quite unhappy, o0 mueh so that they lived apart in thely home and did
not spoek to each other; his room being a den of books and mementoes,
while her apartmonts could not have been better furnished for any queen.
Both of them however, were above making a quarrel out of their differ-
ences, and in public or whenever he uttended his wife's receptions, the
doctor always spoke to his wife the gsame as any other women. It is
said that at noon eech day she regularly went for a walk up and daown
Chestnut Street, and her summers were always spent at Jeratoga, N. Y.,and
ghe died there October E3rd, 1867, some eleven and a half yesers before
the death of her husband. After one or two removals she was finally
placed alongside of her husband benesth the Flcor of the Ridgway Tibrary,
cormer of South Broad ard Carpenter Streete, Philadelphia. Dr. Rush

provided in his will for the founding of a library, which was to be



¢8lled the Ridgway Library His will is said to have been a rather
orszy document, snd was fought 81l the way thru the oourts by his relae
tivea, and afteor 1t waes sustanined it wos an open questions with the
Philadelphla authorifies whether they would accept the money and build
the 1ibrary in sccordance with the restrictions mentioned in his will.
One of these restrictions was, "That no newopaper under eny c¢ircum-
stances was to enter t{he Library". For & considerable part of their
1ife Dr. and lirs. Rush lived alongside of her father on the nerth side
of Chestnut Street between Fifth and Sixth, on the epot now ocoupled
by #517 Chesatnut Street. Her father 1@ said to have aFfterwsrds moved
and byilt 2 mansion for himself, which possibly is the one located in

the neighborhood of ¥ourth and Sprucse Streets.

Dr. and Mrs, Rush later lived on the scuth side of Chestnut Street, near 19th Street, and their

residence later was enlarged and is now the Aldine Hotel.
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FDWARD RIDGVAY, son of Thomas, born August 1b, 1T13. Aypparaently
was a8 reeident of Tuckerton, . J. Wag twice married, and died
1760. our records show that he moved to Long Island.
Farried mary pDilleplaine in 1732,
Children wers
Job, born 1738; died
Married
His son Jacob born CGet. 20,1761,
Wes father ¢f Job born Teptenmber 21, 1797, who waa f{ather of
deoob E., born April 10, 1827, President of "uakaer City
National Bank, Philadelphia.

Biward, born 1745-
No record of marrisge or childrer.

TR sy TED DO
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JOSEPE RIDCWAY, son of Thomas, born September 20th, 1721; died
on or before 1755 and his residence was occupied by his descendants for 100 years or more.

1771. He moved Lo Utaten Island.and married Mary Smith

Rogers, who wos Lorm in 1718, and died in 1771. His children were

Joseph, born July 16th, 1750; died 1786.
Married Ffarah Lawrence, who was born 1759, and
digd 18585,

Hig children ware

Josoph, born October 4th, 1779; 4ied 1837
who was the father of James L., born 1804 . who
was Tather of Jemes Ridgway, born igeg, U. 5.
Commissioner, 116 Nassau Street, New York City.

Hary

Ann

Jamen

Flizabeth

Elizabeth, born
Warried Feter Prauvl of Staten Ieland crevious to 1730,

Thomae, born 1747, died 1782.
Seems to have married Elizabeth Jones, probably of Staten
Igland, and had gquite a family.

Ann,

Ketursh,

S8arah, born ; died
Kept house for Mr. James 3Smith of Philadelphia, after the death
of her cousin J\nn. hie wife , in 1826 returned to Staten Island when
Mr. sSmith married again. If she ever married
it was after her return

20



JACOB RIDGRAY, =somn of Thomas born 1723; died

1798, Appears to have lived in Springfield Township. Harried
Isebel fchooley in 17EO. Eis children were

Yhebe, born 17563; died

Married Eliakim Willits, Sr.

Susanna, torn 1756; died

Married Joseph Brown

Jacob, born : died
Married in 1780.

Children: Ellis, Aaron, Susannah, Sarah Ann and others.
They lived on a farm in Salem County, M. J.

Samuel, born

Married
Had a son, Samuel.

; died

Andrew or Andress, born Hov. 21, 1768; died Oct. 15, 183Y.
Lived im Salem Co., or Gloucester County, W. J.
Yarried Tydia “lark Auguet £1, 1788; rhe died September 4, 1804
He married lutor, Mary - , about 1806.
Children were
Clarl, born TNec. &, 1789; the fether of TLydia, Ann, Allen
Jamuel, and Elizabeth, ard wes grandfather of Miss Zmma
Tomlin, Woodbury, K. J.
Elizableth, bornm May 2, 1791.
Zamuel, born June 6, 179=2.
Jogeph, born fpril 29, 1795; of Tuckerton, and father of
Joseph T. Tidi»ay of Tuckerton, who wag Tather of Tr,
George M. Nidpway who died 8t Trernton October 8, 1911,
and his brother Theodore. He was also grandfather of
Henry V. Tidgway of Cwedemboro, H. J.

Andreas, horn October 8, 17927, a saileor of Chester, Fa.,
and father of A. Ridgway, born May 10th, 1832 of
Talanco, 0. J.

dohrn P. and Lydia, twins, born ¥arch 16, 1801.

Thomes ©., born April 16, 1803.

Jacob, born Dee.28, 1807,

Benjamin, horrn July 18, 1807.

Elizabeth, born ; died

Married George Craft.
Children: &nn, born 1793, and Deborah.

Mary, borm ; died
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THOWLsS HIDGVAY of Milford, ie a descendant of Licherd, and appears
related to Jacob Ridgway. ilis virth apparanily was between 17E5 and
1760. He married Xarthe MHatthews in 1779 or before, who appears to
have lived in the lower part of Huntington Couwnty, ¥. J., probably a
few miles above Trenton, near the Diver. Thore ir $rodition that he
waa firet & tailor in Trenton, hut tho esrliest k-own 1is that he wag in
Morriamtown, . J. pe n tnilor from about 1790 to 1802-46r 1803. o
then moved wlth dathew his eldest oon, ond his family, to Hilfard, ¥Ya.
where he and Yathew were tailors, Tometinme aofter 1813, he left his
Tamily ogtensitly to see hin relatives snd never returned. Hig Tamily
believe that he deverted $hem, hut the repncone therefor, or justifico-
tion if any, szre nof lnown. fite aubsequent bueiness caoreor and death
could appesr in snother locality. He wag a tall snd well proportioncd
man.

Severul of hie grendchildren have Leen seen by the writer and ail
testify thst he was e¢luscly rolsted to Jacob Tidgway the millionaire
of Philadelphis. That Jacob Tidgway cwned gplacs works on the Delaware
fiver just about bwelve milen above iilford, snd that he and s younger
Jagob, evidently & neophew, and lavid 7., nlso & nerhew, were up the
river more or leesr on busincas snd called at veriour ftimen at thelr
houzno. Aloo thet ¥re, Rush, dcughiter of Jacol, pspt thru there once
and visited thoem at 2 hotel kept by one of the children at Columbin,

N. J. That thic vieit would probably date between 1880 and 1840, and
the grendehiléren distinetly remember thet they were told that they
were relatives. They aleo believe thet Jacok's son visited onec at
Columbia, und desoribe him ac bveing cleen chaven, medium height, brown
hajr. "hin vioit would yrobably hove teken plase in 163% or later.

Feveral of the wsone of "homas wore lumbermen and rivermen, und
frequently visited Philsdelphin, and called on thesme Tidgwaye, and kept
the fanily informed shout thom. Une of the great-grandsons of Thonas

gtotes that about 1845 to 1849, when he waos g boy of from ten to four-
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THOMAS EDDGWAY, cont. 2.

teen, he was taken to Thiladelphis by his fether and was there sbout a
weak visiténg some Nidpways, who lived in grand style In o large brick
house with grounds and a stable, and a brick or stone gateway. That
thoy were relatives, ond that he remembors the c¢ldest child of the
house,then apparantly about twenty years o0ld, was called Phoebe. /iso
that the children in the house usced Lo teane this older siuter and tell
her she waa like her Aunt Thoebe. He seye further that his father
usod to speak of Tecob DNidgway as "Unelo Teeob”, and npoke of his own-
ing the glans worke. Some of nila grandchildren thought that Thomas
of i1ford and Jecoh of Philadelrhia were btrothers, while others thought
that thoy were cousins, but not more distently related.
A brief mketoh of the children of Thomes is as follows:
Mathew, born QOctober 20, 1780; died Cctober £B, 1BZ0.
A teilor, and Justice of the Fesce, ct ¥ilford, Ta., and dicd

there.

James, born- ; died Sept. B, 18465,
¥ept & hotel ot Columbia, 4. J,, and luter & furm near there.

Rebeccea, born ; Gied Xareh %6, 1808,
Morried Jesse Finch of Xilford, Pa.

Charlog B., born Dec. 4, 1790; died cept. 15, 1BEL.

vas a ghoemaker and sottled a2t s&ckavwsxen, Fs.

Gertrude, born April 10, 1792, died Ceptembor 13, 1864.
Yarried John Xern, a farmer of Huinsburg, N. J.

Sarah, born ; died June 5, 1820,
iarried Willism Cameron of Milforédp Ma.

Permelia, born ; Gled
Married Jacob Helms of ¥ilford, but moved later to Wisconuin.

Thomas Jeffercon, boxn November 29, 1800; cied feptemhsr 29, 1896.

Went to Hew Yotk City about 1816, and to lorwich, Conn. in
1821, where he kept a shos =tore.
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To what femily does the following belong?

JOHR W. RIDGEWAY, born in Tuckerton, probably in 1824.

Vent to
California in 1849 where he was a mernhant. Teported to Le a
millionnire and large ‘‘and ownar. Tied Octoher 9th, 1909, aged 85,

in Taporte, Indinna.

The only Ridgway in Cal. that I know of i= (or was) a Jerimiah Ridgway, 3rd, descended from
John, son of Thomas Ridgway, 2Znd,

and closely related to the James Ridgway of Indiana. He
Jerimiah, lived in San Francisco and was said to be very wealthy.
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To what family does the follcaing belong:

JAMES SINGWAY, who was ssid %o have been with Vashington at the
erogsing of the Deloware, then with him lnter at Weet Point, and afler
the war settlod. |t Mt. Carmel, . Y. lle had o eon named James, sppar-
antly the zeme place, and his son was Alonson M. Ridgmay of M%. Cermel.
Alonson Il. appears to be futher of Kewel Chamberlsin Fidgway, and
grandfether of Mise Rarriet ¥. Ridgway, 134C Pine Street, FPhiladelphia,

who would like %Yo learn to what 1linc ehe helongs.
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RIDGWAY GENEALOGY

showing male descendants

1st wife

Thomas

Thomas 1701-86/ Jeremiah 1730/John 1734/Job 1742-1813
Catherine

John 1705-71/John 1755-1845/Thomas/ 1759-98/Jacob 1768-1843
Robert 1708-80/Joseph/Hannah/Mrs. Pharo 1752-1801

Ann

1677-1724

2nd wife

Richard

Richard
Ridgway
1655-1722

Edward 1713-50/Job 1738/ Edward 1745

Richard 1715-47

Elizabeth

Job 1719-73/Daniel

Joseph 1721-71 (Staten Island) /Joseph 1750-86/Thomas 1747-82
Jacob 1723-98/Jacob/Andrew 1762-1837

1680-1719

William

Timothy (Barnegat)/Job/Richard/Others
Elizabeth

Richard

Mary

James

Elizabeth (1682- ) married Richard Willetts

William (1685- young)

Sarah (1687- young)

Josiah (1690- )

Joseph (___-young)

Job - Solomon 1723 (11 children)/ Benjamin E./Henry 1744/ William 1755

Abigail

John (to Virginia)

Mary
Jane

Sarah

Joseph

-1762

Redrawn by Peter H. Stemmer from a handwritten
chart accompanying W.M. Kern’s 1912 Ridgway

Genealogy.

Joseph (Mt. Holly)

David ___-1794/David/Robert/Burr 1780-1876
Daniel

Henry

Allen

Sarah

Abigalil

Mrs. John Bishop

Mrs. Thomas Pancoast

Mrs. Solomon Thomas




Appendix



James Ridgway wrote a letter on February 2, 1856 asking Joseph Ridgway, Esquire,
of Little Egg Harbor for information that Joseph may have on the Ridgway family.
Unfortunately, Joseph’s response was not in the files. A typed transcript of James
request and James’ response to Joseph’s answer follow.




QoPRPY)
New ‘York, Pebry 24 1856.
Dear 8ir

Having spent some tim» in making out the history
and pedigree of the Ridgway fumily, & belng desirocus of per-
petuating the different branches, may I asik of you the fuvor,
to furnish me with sueh inform:ticn ag you may have upcen the
subject. I have trac d back for 400 or 500 yearswhen the fa-
mily wis settled in Devonshire, ngiland, & possessed of 1l:irge
estates., The main brunch of th  family for four gonerations,
from 1622 to 1713 heid the titl of Barl of Londonderry,Rober
Ridgway the 4th Burl dying on 1713 without mile issue,

The progenitor of all the Ridyw.ys in Americ . (as
you are possibly aware ) wis Ri:’ Ridgway who arrived with
¥lizabeth his wife ond Thomas Lis only child ( then an infant
of 2 years and 2 months old ) 12 the Delaware River, in the
Ship Jaceb & Mary of London, fr:m Wallingtford, Berks Co, Eng-
land - in the 7th NMo. 1679, ¢ established himself in BDucks
Ciunty Pi. whers he remalnd until about 1690, when he -omoved
to West Jorsey, and ultimately settled at Springfield, where
he made his Will Septr. 21st, 1722 and died sorn afterw:rdsg,
His eldest scn Thomas (in all 1 -obubility your Ancestor us
~all ag mine ) settled ut Littl> FEgg Harbor, when he made his
Vi1l 12th day of 6th Ho. 1723 = 4 apnd died the 24th of the
suame month, most of his childrra remained there after his
death. Do you know whother the hougse in which he lived ig
yot stunding. Are there any old family roliles yet remaining
Richard was & frlond as wore arl of his echildren and Grand
children.

The following is my 1-digree upr to the first arri-

val of the Ridgway's in thils Country,




Elisabeth

‘Richard Ridgway ’ [ Ablgall
AR 2d Wife

Thomag ! ldgway

1st Wifo

Job
Mary

e ub.

Tichard born Juiy ‘26 1677JJAndrewa \|Janc
Elisabeth & _ 2d wife (8aruh
Joslah John
aoserh
e JakCce
Thom:g " Joseph Ricoway HMary
John & 8Smith
Robertuj born 8ep. 20th 1721)A[Rogers Edward

Richard
Elisabath

Jonb

Jacob
Thomas
Risnbeth

S
Joseph Ridpway

Sarah

born July 16th 1750 jNLaurancs

T
Jeseph Lidgway Ann

tary Sarah
born Octob. 4t James & Ann ée
1778, 9 "lisabeth | Yeturah

—r

‘

Joderh

James Laurance w;::ﬁﬁ\\%ﬂary Tellet

Ridgway Sarah #Haud
born July 24, 1304 Skldmore

e

Jameg Ridgway Jeoseph Sktidmore
Hary Rinlay
"m. Ifubbard
barah
Tranklin
mliza. Emmea
Kdgoar Laurance

It will afford me gro.t pleas :'re, to hear frem you, anything
vhich you m-y be able ind wil ing to communicate.

leli -ve me My Dear 8ir

Joseph Ridgway Eaq. Your Obed't Servant
Little g Uarber Jemes Tildgway
H., J.

I'. 8. I brenme acequainted with vour name and addrsss, throu
an announcement in the Hewsp:. :nrs, regsarding o matter con-
nected with your office.

J. R.
Pleuse give ma the name of yo r Ancesters as far back as you

know them, together with the names of their brothers and sis

rh




New York, Febr. 16" 1856

My dear Sir — Your esteemed favor of the answer to mine of the 2d was received and
gave me great satisfaction to learn that Thomas’ house was still standing. | have a
profound reference for old ancestral mansions & we still own and occupy in the summer
season the old stone house on Staten Island which was purchased by Thomas’s son
Joseph, my great-great Grandfather. He & my great Grandfather Joseph are buried in
the family burying ground on the farm. So great is my desire to look at the old house you
mention that | shall if possible go down to Tuckerton the early part of next summer & it
will be no small pleasure to call upon you - & also say that you have seen in the Friends
Library the name of the Ridgway family long before they emigrated to this Country.
Dozon [sic] mean that the hame was merely alluded to or is a pedigree stated. | have
been quite busy or | should have answered your letter before & now prompted to throw
business aside for a little while to answer a second letter from you post marked the 14%.
Rec’d within the past hour. Your extreme kindness | appreciate very highle [sic]- | shall
be most happy to receive from you (as you suggest) whatever you may be pleased to

communicate.

I am also glad that you have called for some stir at the families & gathered of their
intelligence. Your allusion to an Estate in England belonging to the family is something
entirely new to me. | never before heard that there was any reason for believing so. If
any such exists you would be more likely to know than the Ridgways here as you are in
the old settlement. What is the tradition concerning the Estate you mention? How far
back was it in the family? The only Estate in which my father is interested that we know
of is the Trinity Church property in this City through my grandmother, Mary Neeley Teller,
the wife of grandfather Joseph Ridgway & the Townley Estate in England through my
great-grandmother Sarah(?) Lawrence, a descendant of the Townleys, the wife of
great-grandfather Joseph Ridgway. Both of these Estates | have looked into & | have to
receive them one of these days. In fact | think it not improbable that | shall go to England
about the Townley Estate this year. If there is an Estate belonging to the Ridgways |
should like to know all about it. | would take immediate measures to attempt it's recovery
- They say that Thomas had a brother Richard — that Richard was the first Ridgway born
in America- having been born in the province of Pennsylva [sic] April 27, 1680 — his
parents Richard & Elizabeth & Elder brother Thomas having arrived in the Delaware river



from Walling Ford Berksles, England in the ship Jacob & Mary of London in the 7" mo.
1679. Thomas then being 2 years & 2 months old — After Richard was born Elizabeth —
February 17, 1682 who married Richard Willits & then Josiah. These four were Elisab
Ridgway’s children — after her death Richard her husband married Abigail & had Job,
Mary, who married Ballinger, Jane who married Isaac Antrim, Sarah, John & Joseph,
making ten children of the first Ridgway family in this country. Richd Ridgway Sen
remained in Pennsylva [sic] until about 1690 when he moved to Jersey living at Maiden-
head Piscataway & lastly at Springfield. Records of them facts | obtained at considerable
cash from Bucks Co Pa & from Trenton. One branch of the Ridgway family for 4
generations were Earls of Londonderry & peers of the realm. The first Earl Thomas
Ridgway married one of Queen Elizabeth’s maids of honor Cicily MacWilliam the daugh-
ter of an Irish Chieftain and was sent by that queen unto Ireland with a military command
& by her orders planted the first Protestant Colony in Ireland. The title became extinct
upon the death of the 4" Earl Robert Ridgway March 7, 1713 as he left no son — He had
two daughters the Eldest Lady Lucy married the Earl of Donegae & died without children.
The youngest Lady Frances married the Hon Thos Pitt uncle to Mr Pitt the Great Earl of
Chatham. Because of his marriage with Lady Frances Earl of Londonderry & his two sons
Ridgway Pitt & Thos Pitt were successively Earls of Londonderry but both died unmarried
& the title again becme extinct. | have a short historical account of the family prior to that
time extending back to Stephen Ridgway who was one of the Stewards of the City of
Exeter 6™ of Edward 4ths reign (1466) and Mayor of the same city (both offices of great
dignity & honor in that day) in 7t year of Henry 7ths (1472) | have the arms & crests of
the early Ridgways & of the Earls & much other information which | will be but too happy
to communicate to you when | shall see you. | shall always be happy to hear from you.

Very Truly yours
James Ridgway
To

Jos Ridgway Esq
Tuckerton N.J.

Transcribed by Peter H. Stemmer from a handwritten copy of the letter.



The following is a transcription of a January 15, 1973 letter from Leah Blackman to
Richard S. Ridgway in response to his request for information regarding the Ridgway
family. The date and creator of the transcription is not known.

From Leah’s comments and the date of the letter, this information was provided prior
to the 1880 publication of her book the History of Little Eqq Harbor Township in the
1880 West Jersey Surveyor’s Association Journal.

A 16 page typed transcript of Leah’s response to Richard S. Ridgway'’s request is
available but not provided here, as much of the information may be found in Leah’s
History of Little Egg Harbor Township which was republished in 1963 by the Great
John Mathis Foundation, New Gretna, N.J.




Tuckerton, lst mou. 1lbth, 1873,
Priend Richard 5. Rildpgway,

In answer to thy cotmmication I must at. te
that I have not huad my Historice:l sketchas put into bodk form
I have cuompleted the s¥kelclies wr-d inlorden to have bad zn edi
ticn printed bl have besp disoopeinted iv carrying ovi
desi;ns. Luny huave urped mo to bring theom out in book torm,
but, if I should do s¢, I should nzed to have a sufticizant num

hr ¢f suhsceriboers to puy Lhe oL enses of o edition, T I

-

culd gel six er govrn nmored no2ess i osneeld poy the oxvonsel

buf, I have vern so situcted tha' I could net vndertake th-
tusk of obtaining subscrib:rs, I reside on « farm and Llike ma
cihoer farmcrs wiv;s have my hands full and in miny respocts

I have had rmor- to a‘iend to than the usunl class of farmors
wives. I huve lost my husband and am g ing Lo leave off cares
of a farmers wife, and 1t is pr bable I oy have more Limo

to devole to literary pursult.

I have thought of having my skotcéhes published in the Ner

Jersey Ent rprize, a paser rublished in Rurlingt-n Qityy H. J
I have secn sevaral historical pioces in thatpaper, but I hav
not 1s yoi consulted with the editor about it. Almost ovary
family in burlinpton Ce., ourtit to bhe inteveasted In my uene-
edoglcal account, for in ancient timesg the veople of upper
3urlington Co., and the people «f Little ¥y Harbor, wers nea

ly cennectzd by bleed or marria,e. 1 am descended from the

Shrebved and Xllla's of Springfileld and Mansfield and am likey

wise connecetad with many other families of thooe and the adja
gent sections,

I have a4 genegloplenl 1list of cver sixty familles, each
onc of a differcent nane.

I have cenfihrrd the account of the Ridpway family which

cc-’?"t-‘!—ﬂ‘\.x.q’--.
thee will tfind endorsed within this wrapper. I have fraquent

+

ny
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copled,
1& such matters forfpecple, bul copying; is an arducus task

and my oves are somowhiad weak, and will net bear lnog contin-

ued writing. I never have made any c¢ha o Tor eopying, yet
) > . :

somn people have romuncrated ote oif thetr own frae will, and

noew I am laft to rely on omy o rescurces. I have had @ grea

desire to exaniine the anclent monthly mecting beoks of Burling

=

Lon, Jansficeld, Springrficld te., Cor kacwing what I de I coul

lruce out a preatl deal of ponedlogy. I have iraced up ooenetld
rruntil 1 el as thoven I was Candiiar wilh oany peoplis who
died a century or more boforc I was born. Genelogy &c¢., has
) ol
becume a kind ol pessseston with me , wnd my proatest enjoymel
iz conversing with pesople whe fecl an int-rest in such things
I have mony correspondents like (hyself, peoplile vhom I nover
gaw, and I litewise have many visgitors who come to heur some=-
thing about their ancestors. ™uomers wives cught not Lo debbl
in litsrary affairs, {or their ordinary tasks ars more than
m
mnany %-HHPME are capahle o cnduring. Naturne i'lc_!r'_r-:r:dewi th =na
thirst Tor kncowledeo, bul circunstinices have forblddien my ol
lowing the /6-"*“-"( of my inclinatiins., I have a long acccunt
of the business carser of Jucob Ridpway the milllionairo of
Philaazlphia but I ceannol gpars the time Lo eopy 1it, Write ar
let me knew hoeow thee Like my uaccount of the Ridpway family.
I will ansgwer any gensaloglieal questions that I can.
ihy Triend,

Liash Blaclnan,
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